xxix (solitary act on Rue d’Amsterdam in Paris on 25 June 2007)
location: Paris, France
witness of act: 46 digital photos

2010

act / installation (81 slides, carousel slide projector, podium)

On the map of Paris, Mako Ishizuka found a street
called Amsterdam, the city where she spent three years
and formed a strong attachment to. The street locates
in the European quarter where many streets are named
after other European cities. She started to fantasise
about Amsterdam just looking at one line on the map.
She decided to make a solitary act, a round trip going
up and down the street and taking photos of anything
that made her think of Amsterdam.

The point of the act was to project her idea of
Amsterdam to a Paris street, vision of one place to
another physical place. The street did not appear
typical Paris that tourists would dream: She saw
straightforward mentality with rough aesthetic that she
misses from Amsterdam. Apart from cliché-
Amsterdam and views of urbanscape that are common

i any big cities, street furniture that are mstead in

Patis style conversely provided her the delusion of

(top) street view of Rue d’Amsterdam: the bollards are neutral and not characteristic Amsterdam streets. The walk took approxi_mately 45
“Amsterdammertje”, and the graffiti on the track is from a known local street artist
(middle left) a stone fagade of a hotel, cracked in a brutal manner according to where
the spout sits. (middle right) a tube crawling along the stems of trafficlight and street
light, with layers of tape surrounding them thickly and fastly to support (bottom)
installation view of slide projection

minutes, and she took 46 photos during the journey.

The photos became the witness of the act. It captures

the sequences of what the artist observed during the

walk where she made association between two

different cities, often on a personal level.

For the exhibition at Gallery Naive, the photos were
transferred to 35mm slides and presented with a
carousel projector on a tall podium. Extra 35 empty
slides were added between the ones with images in
such a way that a round of slide projection reflected

the rhythm of walking and taking photos during the

solitary act.



